
 
 

½ DAY LOWER KERN 
 
This 1/2 day Lower Kern River trip is a mellow, easy going trip, through a variety of terrain ranging from granite 
boulder slabs to sections thick with trees overhanging the river.  This if the perfect choice for those seeking a lot of 
fun with a reduced "fear" factor. 
 
TRIP TIME AND PLACE: (PLEASE ARRIVE 15 MINUTES PRIOR TO TRIP TIME) 12:30 PM AT OUR 
RAFTING CENTER IN LAKE ISABELLA. OUR PHONE NUMBER AT THE INFORMATION AND 
RESERVATION OFFICE IS (800) 844-7238 OR (800) 573-7238. 
 
DIRECTIONS 
From Southern California, leave the Los Angeles Basin by Interstate 5 North. Descend the Grapevine Grade and 
take Highway 99 North to Bakersfield. Take the Lake Isabella/Highway 178 East exit and follow 178 up to the town 
of Lake Isabella. Take the Lake Isabella/Bodfish exit. Turn right at the stop sign off the exit ramp towards Lake 
Isabella/Bodfish. Turn left at the stop sign onto Lake Isabella Blvd. Turn left onto Crestview. Go ½ block to Mayfair 
and turn right into the cul-de-sac. The address is 2712 Mayfair. Park your car in the fenced yard and register inside 
at the front desk. Make sure your vehicle is securely locked. There will be a place in the rafting center for car keys, 
etc. No overnight camping is allowed at our parking area. 

From 395, exit at town of Inyokern and turn left at off-ramp stop sign. Continue west until you intersect with Hwy 
14. Turn left and backtrack 3-4 miles to Lake Isabella turn-off (Hwy 178). Continue straight ahead to town of Lake 
Isabella. Exit at Lake Isabella/Bodfish exit. Continue left off the ramp to stop sign at Lake Isabella Blvd., and turn 
left onto Lake Isabella Blvd. Turn left onto Crestview. Go ½ block to Mayfair and turn right into the cul-de-sac. The 
address is 2712 Mayfair. Park your car in the fenced yard and register inside at the front desk. Make sure your 
vehicle is securely locked. There will be a place in the rafting center for car keys, etc. No overnight camping is 
allowed at our parking area. 

TRIP DETAILS 
From our meeting place, we'll take you by bus to the river. During the day, you may want to carry sunscreen or a 
light jacket, and a hat. Before getting on the rafts, our Trip Manager will discuss the trip and answer last minute 
questions. Guides will be introduced and passengers instructed on paddling technique, safety and general 
procedures.  
 
WHAT TO BRING 
The Kern Valley is hot and dry in the summer months. While on river, sneakers or river sandals are necessary to 
protect your feet. It is often colder early in the season (April, May & early June) and you'll want to bring warmer 
jacket for those trips. We also rent wetsuits for anyone that may want to stay warmer. 
 
- Sunscreen, lipbalm    - Swimsuit or shorts 
- Sneakers to wear in boat     - Sunglasses with safety strap 
- Baseball cap or visor    - Personal sized water bottle  
- Water proof camera 
 
Please do not bring firearms, pets, or personal lifevests. Our lifevests are approved for rafting and we require that 
they be worn. 
 



PADDLING THE RIVER 
On our Lower Kern trips, we run virtually all paddle rafts. These are exciting, participatory boats in which four to 
seven guests and a guide work as a team to maneuver the raft through the rapids. Paddling requires physical effort 
and is sometimes strenuous. 
 
HELMETS 
Safety helmets are required to be worn on all Kern River Tours Class II - V river rafting trips.  Helmets are available 
at no charge. 
 
GUIDES 
Our guides are experienced, skilled whitewater boaters. They are knowledgeable about canyon ecology and natural 
history. Should the need arise they are trained to administer First Aid. 
 
GRATUITIES 
If you enjoyed your trip, gratuities will be shared among all the guides on the trip. This is at your discretion. 
 
ALCOHOL 
Consumption of alcohol is prohibited while rafting or prior to rafting for your safety and for the safety of your 
fellow guests and our guides. Please do not bring any glass containers. 
 
AGE LIMITS 
The minimum age on our Lower Kern trips is eight years old. This age limit is in place for the safety of your child, 
the safety of our other guests and our guides. 
 
CARE OF THE ENVIRONMENT 
To protect the river, we carry out all trash and use no soap in the river. The guides will instruct you in simple 
procedures that minimize the impact of our group on the canyon. 
 
YOUR HEALTH 
Our Kern River trips are fun, fast and challenging. To participate, you should be in good health. You may also need 
to perform certain physical activities. These include basic swimming, hiking in rugged or uneven terrain, climbing 
in and out of rafts and assisting in your rescue, if that becomes necessary. Please let us know if you have any health 
or dietary restrictions. We will gladly accommodate reasonable dietary restrictions with advanced notice. 
 
RESPONSIBILITY 
Trip participants should understand that river trips involve known and unknown risks. Kern River Tours assumes no 
responsibility for injuries, death or loss/damage to client's property while on the river or on Kern River Tours 
property. ALL clients must sign a Participant Agreement, Release, and Assumption of Risk Form before the trip. 
Kern River Tours assumes no responsibility for vehicles and/or the contents of vehicles parked during the trip. 
Because of the risks associated with river trips, including personal injury, death, property loss or damage or financial 
loss in the event of trip cancellation, we urge all trip participants to supplement their own insurance with vacation 
insurance. 
Please read and provide the personal information requested on our Participant Agreement, Release, and 
Assumption of Risk Form and bring it to our office when checking in the day of the trip. The more we know 
about you in advance (height, weight, age, experience, and special needs) the better the trip we can provide. 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS IN THE AREA 
If you plan to stay in the area before or after your trip, we suggest looking into the local accommodations section on 
our website. 
 



TRAVEL INSURANCE 
We recommend you supplement personal insurance with travel insurance. Policies which include accident, 
cancellation, and baggage protection are available online at www.travelguard.com, as well as most travel agents. 
Cancellation initiated by you may result in substantial loss of fees paid. Available insurance protects against the loss 
of deposits in the event you must cancel because of unforeseen circumstances.  
 
RESERVATIONS 
For trips booked more than 30 days before the trip date the reservation is held 10 days pending receipt of deposit. If 
no deposit is received within 10 days, the reservation is automatically cancelled. Please call immediately for space 
available to re-instate. The amount of deposit is due as follows: 
 
Lickety Split/Double Split/Lickety Fun Run………………………… Full payment 
Upper/Lower Kern…………………………………………………… $50 per person 
Forks of the Kern…………………………………………………….. $100 per person 
 
All payments, once received, are non-refundable. The balance (full payment) is due 30 days before the trip date. 
 
For trips booked within 30 days of trip date, payment in full is due immediately. Final payment is non-refundable. 
Once a credit card has been ran we are unable to transfer or refund on any trip. 
 
CANCELLATIONS/REFUNDS 
Our cancellation policy is firm. We operate under stringent federal regulations which restrict the number of guests 
per trip and the number of trips per season. We incur substantial expenses before each trip departs. In the event of 
late cancellations, Kern River Tours cannot recover costs, nor can we make refunds. Cancellations made at any time 
are subject to complete loss of trip cost. You are responsible to find a replacement person, that replacement person is 
responsible to refund you. 
 
To change a reservation date you will incur a $30 flat rate charge per change. If trip is within 10 days of departure, 
there is no refund or moving to another date. 
 
We do not refund in case of inclement weather (you get wet one way or the other!). Nor do we refund if you are not 
satisfied with the type of trip you have chosen. We do our best to explain the differences in the trips available, please 
read the literature and choose wisely. 
 
If your reservation happens to be cancelled due to nonpayment and you would like to reinstate it call our office for 
availability. Payment must be made in full at the time of your reinstatement.  
 
PERFORMANCE 
It is sometimes necessary to cancel or modify a trip because of unusual circumstances beyond our control. In such 
cases, we cannot be responsible for paying expenses other than refunding all or part of the fees paid to Kern River 
Tours. Determination of refunds (if any) will be made after reviewing trip details. Guides and other personnel 
employed by Kern River Tours are not authorized to make or promise trip refunds or trip credits. Such 
determinations can only be made by company officers. 
 
PERMITS 
Our trips are conducted under permit issued by the U.S. National Forest Service, Sequoia National Forest. Our 
permit is your assurance that Kern River Tours is legally operating on the river. Our operations and facilities are 
operated on a nondiscriminatory basis. 
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